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NICE SURPRISE: “Pick.
Click. Give.” program ;xa
gives unexpected boost."

By ELIZABETH BLUEMINK [ = |
ebluemink@adn.com

While many non-profits in Alas-
kg and around the nation are strug-
gling due to a decline in corporate
giving, some Alaska organizations
this week are receiving an unexpect-
ed windfall

Ordinary Alaskans pledged a to-
tal of $550,000 — deducted from their
Permanent Fund dividend paymenis
this fall — to hundreds of charities
around the state,

This was the first year of the
PFD-charity program, which was
publicized in a statewide campaign
dubbed “Pick. Click. Give.”

The non-profits began learning
how much people donated fo them
from their dividend payments late
last week. The money is now in the
mail.

“It’s a nice surprise,” said Mar-
leah LaBeile, spokeswoman for the
Food Bank of Alaska.

Her organization neited the big-
gest haul among the roughly 330 non-
pI:Oi:itS that applied and were deemed
eligible for the PFD donaiions this
year: 1i is receiving nearly $29,000.

That could allow the food bank
to buy 2,800 more turkeys for needy
families during the holiday season,
she said. The food hank had already
hudgeted more money for more tur-
keys_: this year due to concerns abotut
anh inecrease in economic hardship
among Alaska families.

Arnother big recipient from PFD
donafions was public broadeast-
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ing. Alaska Public Telecommunications Inc.,
which airs daily statewide radio broadcasts
and runs publie radic and TV stations in An-
chorage, hauled in $19,155.

Yet another was Alaska Dog and Pup-
py Rescue, a Mat-Su charity that received
$15,755. The charity had never solicited in-
dividual denations before, according to orga-
nizers of Pick. Click. Give.

No charity had the foggiest idea how much
it would receive through PFD giving, the or-
ganizers said.

And given that the donations are unre-
stricted — the donors can’t
require the non-profits to
use the money for a specif- adl‘a,@@ﬂﬂﬂ
ic purpose as occurs With ppep MONEY:
many non-profit grants o bidyou )
— “it’s manna from heav- cnonq our
en,” said Jordan Marshall, parmanent
spokesman for the Ras- pnqpividend?
muson Foundation. Join our forum.

His foundation is a big in- adn.co m/
stitutional donor in Anchor- a.l aska
age that pushed for the leg- .
islation that enabled the
donations and also fund-
ed the campaign. Many other organizations
joined the campaign, including the United
Way, which is cutting the checks to the non-
profits.

Despite the windfall, i’s been a somewhat

im year for many Alaska non-profits.

Ones that depended mainly on a single
revenue stream or were already facing de-
clining donations before the global recession
are getting pushed close to the edge, said
Dennis McMillian, president of the Foraker
Group, a business that works with and advis-
es non-profits in Alaska.

“There isn't widespread devastation, but
definitely a puiling-back and reconsidera-
tion of priorities,” said MeMillian, who not-
ed that some Alaska non-profits have be-
gun to discuss merging to become more
cost-effielent.

Several major organizations in Alaska —
oil company Conoco Fhillips and Rasmuson,
for example - announced big cuthacks in
giving this year.

MeMillian said he did't have statistics on
a decline in charitable giving in Alaska, but
the national decline seen last year — about
2 percent — has been linked mainly to cuf-
backs from wealthy individuals and organiza-

tions rather than individual donors.

“Qrganizations and individuals with the
most money cut back the most,” he said.

Find Elizabeth Bluemink oniine at adn.com/contaet/
ebluemink ot call 257-4317.



